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Introducing the Board of Directors
At the 2014 AGM held on March 29, 2014 members elected a new Board of Directors
Daniel Depoe, (Lignin Design) has stepped up for a second term as President. Returning Directors Dai Ona 
(Daizen Joinery) and Josh Littler (Artisan Log Homes) have been joined by new Directors Tom Blackburn 
(Roundwood Log Homes) and Oliver Tritten (OT Timber Frames). Since conference, Rob Wheeler (Tyee Log 
Homes) volunteered and has been appointed to the Board.

The Board of Directors meets monthly via teleconference and is working on four initiatives for the benefit of 
all BC log and timber builders.

Energy and Building Codes – The board is seeking additional funding from provincial and federal 
agencies to continue research and development work that will focus on determining building system 
enhancements that will meet the updated codes. In addition, work on creating a comparative report that 
shows the sustainability of log and timber products in relation to other conventional types of construction is 
being prepared. This work is taking the Life Cycle Assessment of Log and Timber Frame Systems report that 
was completed by the Athena Institute in 2012 and work completed by Rod Pickett, to create a scientifically 
valid report that will assist builders in discussing the sustainability of their products with potential customers. 
James Salazar of the Athena Institute is completing the report that will be available to members only in early 
August 2014.

Marketing BC Builders – work to increase the traffic to the 
association website and generate potential customer leads for 
members only of the BC LTBIA has begun. The BC LTBIA is now using 
Google Ads to direct visitors and has enhancements to the website 
under development.  

Association Membership –  In May 2014, staff updated the builder 
data base and have invited 102 log and timber building companies 
that are not currently members to join the association. The BC LTBIA 
relies on membership dues and profits from the annual conference 
to operate.  Our association is recognized in BC as the voice of 
the industry and we need all BC log and timber builders to join in 
our efforts to promote BC log and timber products and to work on 
solutions for meeting the changing codes and regulations.  
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 Board of Directors Report.....continued
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 info@bclogandtimberbuilders.com

Do you have a story to tell or 
information to pass on? 

Please contact the BC LTBIA 
office. We are interested in your 

experiences in massive wood 
construction, announcements, 

and classifieds

Industry Training – The Board is considering offering short 
workshops and courses that would be of interest to BC builders and 
are in the early stages of planning a series of courses that could 
be offered on evenings and weekends during the fall and winter of 
2014/2015. Workshops would be suitable for company owners and 
their senior staff with topics on marketing, product development and 
manufacturing innovation to meet code changes and advancements 
in timber connectors. Development of course materials will continue 
over the summer. Members are encouraged to put forward requests 
for workshops and seminars by emailing bclogandtimber@gmail.com 

Great Support from Industry Suppliers at the 
2014 Joint Conference
The BC Log & Timber Building Industry Association and the ILBA 
received excellent support from industry suppliers at the 2014 Joint 
Conference. With sponsorship contributions of cash and tools and 
supplies for the auction exceeding $30,000.00 both associations 
realized a modest profit from the conference that will be used to 
continue the work of the associations on behalf of their members.  
Please thank our sponsors by supporting their business’s with your 
business.
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 2014 Joint Conference Report

The BC Log & Timber Building Industry Association, 2014 Conference held in partnership with the International 
Log Builders‘ Association was a four day symposium of training for builders from March 26 to March 30, 2014. 
This conference was specifically planned to provide information and training for BC log and timber builders 
to assist them in expanding their marketing streams, and updating and preparing builders to meet the new 
energy code requirements and network with international builders. Additional workshops on exporting, log 
work modeling and design and sustainable practices were also presented.

94 individuals attended, 47 of which were from all parts of BC and are directly involved in the BC log and 
timber industry as builders, manufacturers and suppliers to the industry.

The seminars held during the conference were well attended and received by the industry providing an update 
and new information to builders that will assist with planning and execution of business activities in the years 
to come.

Marketing and market access continues to be a priority for BC Builders, and this year’s conference provided 
delegates with four seminars to increase their skills and abilities in obtaining sales from trade show leads; 
closing the sale, exporting tips and how to create a good sales contract.

Neil Godin, a highly-successful marketing export, author and business coach delivered a high energy 
presentation on how to turn tradeshow leads into sales.  His unique presentation style challenged builders to 
change their follow-up activities from being a sales call to offering potential clients services and benefits.

In a second presentation by Neil, delegates were introduced to seven key steps to closing sales. Focusing 
on taking the communication lead in customer relationship development and not waiting for call-back from 
potential clients, Neil introduced participants to “Gorilla Marketing” including positioning yourself as an expert, 
holding special events, and how to use the internet in marketing.

Peter Sperlich, a successful BC Builder has built his log and timber business by focusing on sales to export 
market. Peter and his wife and partner Margret took participants through the maze of export procedures 
including completion of manifests and export invoices, specific export requirements for European and 
Asian markets and how to develop foreign markets through the establishment of foreign distributors and 
representatives to work with your company to boost offshore sales and assist with importing into the foreign 
marketplaces....continued on page 4

This summer will see the end of era for 
the BC LTBIA with Noel Cleveland of 
Makita Canada retiring.  The BC LTBIA 
is grateful for the generous support 
that Makita has provided to the 
association since we began and will 
miss Noel’s participation at our Annual 
Conferences. Best wishes to you in 
your retirement Noel, and please 
accept this open invitation to attend 
future years’ conferences as our guest.



Brian Lloyd, an industry expert for contracting and contract dispute resolution, discussed common mistakes 
that builders make when entering into contracts in both domestic and international markets and introduced 
builders to two excellent contract templates that when used correctly can reduce the risk of build contracts 
going bad.

To update builders on the requirements of the changing 
energy and building codes, Dave Ricketts, RDH Engineers, 
a leader in the building enclosure field throughout Canada 
and the U.S. and John Boys a BC builder and leader in the 
use of gasketing and other technological advances presented 
an informative seminar on initiatives presenting being worked 
on to assist builders in meeting the new energy code.  Dave 
Ricketts has been working with a core group of BC builders 
working toward the improved performance of the log and 
timber product building envelope. Their seminar updated 
builders on solutions currently being worked on to assist 
builders in meeting the new energy codes coming into effect 
December of 2014. 

There is an increasing bias against log construction in the new North American Building Energy Codes which 
are now being adopted. Log builders have some challenges ahead of them. Some log builders in various 
jurisdictions have already come up against the new codes - specifically log wall thickness and air leakage. Both 
log diameter and lateral width are factored into the calculations used to determine the insulating value of their 
formula, and whatever we may know about the effective R Value and thermal mass unique to log homes, is 
not a consideration when BC log buildings are measured for the new standards.

In Canada we have two choices of how the code is implemented - the prescriptive path, or by doing a 
performance analysis, which allows us a lot more latitude on how performance is calculated. Part of this 
process is blower door test.

Participants were encouraged to modify their manufacturing practices to capitalize on the results from testing 
completed in 2012/2013. This testing demonstrated that by adding P Gasket to your laterals and notches you 
are well on your way to achieving an air tight log home. Participants were also encouraged by the Life Cycle 
Assessment of Log and Timber structures that demonstrated how log and timber products measure up over 
the life of the product with a negative carbon impact on the environment. RDH Engineering will be working 
with the BC Log & Timber Frame Building Association to continue work on code language interpretation and 
product development strategies for meeting the ever increasing stringent codes and regulations.

 2014 Joint Conference Report...contined                                      

Thank You!!
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 2014 Joint Conference Report...contined   

Peter Moonen of the Canadian Wood Council, outlined changes that are occurring worldwide in codes and 
environmental expectations. His presentation focused on the tremendous benefits of wood fibre insulation. He 
emphasized that new building codes and higher performance expectations of building owners and occupants 
create new opportunities for the world’s most environmentally-friendly building material. From wood fibre 
insulation to tall wood engineering – innovative wood 
products can fit the bill.

In addition to the excellent seminars, the 2014 joint 
conference created the opportunity for BC log and timber 
product producers to network with builders from the United 
States, Germany, Japan and Russia resulting in dialogue 
on foreign market code requirements and the sharing of 
building techniques and strategies. This is the first time since 
the establishment of the BC Log & Timber Building Industry 
Association that the two associations joined together for 
their annual conference. Members of both associations have 
commented that this was an excellent venue for them to 
network with other builders and industry suppliers and look 
forward to holding a joint event again. 
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 Conference Sponsors...BC Log & Timber Joint Conference
Quarter Page Ad for Insulspan

Log Homes  •  Post & Beam  •  Timber Frames

SIPS: The Energy Efficient Solution

Delta, BC, Canada - (604) 540-0600

Blissfield, MI, USA - (800) 726-3510

www.insulspan.com

• Most complete RTA Package in the industry
• Professional Design & On-site expertise
• Energy efficient & fast enclosure system
• Code Listed in US & Canada

Watch this house 
be built!

 

We would love to feature your 
business in our newsletter!

Contact Patti LeFrancois
for more informatio
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Conference Sponsors...
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ANAHIM AIRPORT TERMINAL BUILDING 

The goal of this project was to create 
a durable, energy efficient structure 
that fits with the character of the 
region and demonstrate the use of 
as many wood-based products as 
possible.  

The terminal is as a valuable asset for the airport 
and the communities of the West Chilcotin as it 
will act as the airport office, serve passengers of 
the scheduled flights, and improve service levels 
for visitors, tourism operators, medical personnel, 
RCMP and other users. During emergency events, 
the terminal will provide office space and a meeting area for use by emergency personnel. There are 
approximately 800 aircraft movements per year at the airport including an average of 25 medevac flights.

By including the energy efficiency and wood-based product upgrades to the building, the Regional District 
is able to demonstrate the effectiveness of the construction techniques and materials in a rural and remote 
climate. 

This building demonstrates the use of value-added wood products which could be manufactured in the 
region, primarily wood fibre-board insulation, cross-laminated timber (CLT) panels and wood-
crete insulated concrete forms (ICFs).  When incorporated into a durable structure, these products 
create long-term carbon storage and have significant potential to contribute to the regional economy.

Wood products used include: wood-crete foundation forms, conventional framing lumber, cross-laminated 
timber wall panels, glue-laminated beams, cellulose insulation, wood siding, plywood panelling and cabinets, 
tongue and groove panelling, oriented strand-board (OSB), windows, plywood subfloor, flooring, mouldings 
and wood fibre-board insulation.  Even the poly vapour barrier used in most Canadian homes was eliminated 
from the walls and replaced by a continuous layer of OSB which serves as a vapour retarder.

This building showcases seven local tree species (Trembling aspen, Black cottonwood, Paper birch, 
Douglas fir, White spruce, Lodgepole pine, Western hemlock, Red alder) most of which was harvested and 
manufactured in the Cariboo-Chilcotin.

The entire structure was pre-fabricated by Zirnhelt Timber Frames Ltd in 150-Mile House, BC.

 Member Feature - Zirnhelt Timber Frames Ltd.
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ENERGY-EFFICIENCY 

The Energy Plus program used to model the expected energy performance of the building envelope (as built) 
predicts a 40% reduction in total electricity use relative to the baseline design (13.8 MWh/yr vs. 22.6 MWh/yr 
total energy use).

The baseline envelope which meets the BCBC 2012 
prescriptive code requirements assumes 8” solid wood walls 
on the main floor, 2x6 framing with fibreglass insulation above, 
dual-glazed low-e windows, R-28 batt insulation in the vaulted 
ceiling, R-12 insulation under slab and incandescent lighting.   
The following figure shows that the majority 84% (68% + 
16%) of the energy use from September to May is for heating.  
 

Biomass heating system
The biomass heating system will virtually eliminate this demand.  The energy-
efficient envelope combined with the biomass heating system reduces 
the overall electricity use by approximately 80% relative to the base line.   
This is particularly important from a greenhouse gas perspective as electricity in 
Anahim Lake is generated by diesel generators.  

 

Radiant heat distribution system
The heat from the boiler is distributed through hot water pipes in 
the floors.  The concrete slab is isolated on 4” of foam insulation and 
provides thermal mass within the building envelope.
 

HRV – Heat Recovery Ventilation system
The HRV system extracts heat from stale air before it is exhausted from the building and uses that heat 
(energy) to pre-heat the replacement fresh air.  This was a critical component in reducing energy demand.

Durisol insulated wood-crete forms 
The foundation was formed with blocks made in Ontario by Durisol 
from wood fibre and cement with additional insulation from rock-wool 
(Roxul).  These insulated concrete forms (ICFs) were used in lieu of 
insulated concrete forms (ICF’s) made with Styrofoam. 
 

 Member Feature - Zirnhelt Timber Frames Ltd.
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 Member Feature - Zirnhelt Timber Frames Ltd.

Exterior walls
The main floor exterior walls are 15 ½” thick 
and combine cross-laminated timbers, OSB, 
framed cavity with cellulose insulation, wood 
fibre board, rainscreen and 2” wood siding.  The 
OSB functions as a vapour retarder and provides 
support against racking.

 

The upper level walls include finished plywood 
panellising, a wiring chase to eliminate envelope 
protrusions, 2x8 wall cavity with blown cellulose 
insulation, wood fibreboard insulation completely 
wrapping the exterior, rain screen and wood 
siding.  Both wall systems are designed to evenly 
distribute and vent moisture.
 

The roof system is supported by timber rafters 
which do not protrude through the envelope in 
order to minimize air leakage.  The roof is also 
insulated with cellulose and wood fibre board 
which reduces thermal bridging (heat loss when 
framing runs through the envelope as occurs with 
conventional 2x6 frame construction).
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Other energy-efficient features

DURABILITY FEATURES

In addition to energy efficiency, sustainable building needs to consider durability. Collectively, the following 
design elements will reduce maintenance and significantly enhance the overall life expectancy of the structure.

 Member Feature - Zirnhelt Timber Frames Ltd.

• Triple glazed windows.  Glass is selected for the most effective balance of solar gain, visible light 
      transmission and heat retention.
• LED lighting is used throughout the building.
• Insulation between floors allows temperatures to be optimized 
        (e.g. when the suite is unoccupied the temperature can be reduced while maintaining a comfortable  
        temperature for passengers on the main floor).

• Steel roofing and facia
• The foundation was raised to 16” above grade (code minimum = 8”) and clad with steel flashings
• Aluminum clad wood windows
• 48" horizontal roof overhangs 
• 2" thick wood siding
• Solid wood interior walls
• Concrete floors
• Plywood boxes on all cabinetry
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Caretaker suite
The upper level is a caretaker suite to assist with attracting staff in this remote location.

 

 Member Feature - Zirnhelt Timber Frames Ltd.
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WOOD FEATURES

The entry is constructed from laminated timbers which were 
locally milled, dried and glued together to create strong 
stable structural members.  

The kitchen was constructed by Zirnhelt Timber Frames 
using Douglas fir and birch.

Wall Panelling is wood (Black cottonwood tongue and 
groove lumber and birch plywood) except where drywall 
was required as a fire barrier.

The main floor is concrete with radiant heating.  Locally milled 
Douglas fir flooring was installed in the caretaker suite.

 
Support funding was provided by:

Province of BC - Towns for Tomorrow program
Northern Development Initiative Trust

Cariboo Chilcotin Beetle Action Coalition
Government of Canada – Community Works Funds

 Member Feature - Zirnhelt Timber Frames Ltd.
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 Conference Sponsors...
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“The TFG event in Pemberton was fantastic.” Exclaimed BC LTBIA President, 
Daniel Depoe.

Daniel Depoe (Lignin Design) and Brock Smith (Timbersmith Woodworks) joined 
approximately 70 Timber Framers Guild members and volunteers in the fabrication 
and raising of a large, open timber frame barn for the Pemberton local farmers’ 
market and other community events, May 12–24, 2014.

The structure, started with the concept and original design from Mike 
Beganyi,(Mike Beganyi Design and Consulting, LLC, Burlington, Vermont) and 
engineered by associate BC LTBIA and Timber Framers Guild member, Robin 
Zirnhelt B.Sc., P.Eng (ISL Engineering and Land Services),  is made up of 11 bays, 

at 15' centers (165' long), and is a total of 60' wide. Timber sizes range from 4x8 all the way up to 12x18. The 
Douglas Fir timbers were provided by Anderson Pacific, and were planed S4S by Fraserwood Industries. It took 
over 20 days to mill the 360+ purlins that were rough sawn by local volunteer sawyers, then approximately 
two weeks on-site with 70+ volunteers to complete the fabrication and raising of the structure

The main frame of the structure, which will be used by the Village Farmers Market, is now complete.  The 
Village will carry on with installing the roof and preparing the site for the market to move in.  

The partnership between the Village of Pemberton and the Timber Framers Guild was very inspiring.  On a 
daily basis, crowds would gather at the edge of the site to take photos and ask questions.   “I was welcomed 
by the Seniors Association, the High School, the local Vineyard and the Volunteer Fire Department.” said 
Depoe. “It was incredible to see the support of the community in keeping 70 hungry timber framers fed and 
sheltered for over 2 weeks. Each evening, a different community organization provided a dinner.”

The event welcomed builders of all skill levels, from curious locals to the finest of craftsman.  During the 
course of the event, breakout education seminars were offered on topics such as raising and rigging, tool 
sharpening and design, among others.  The Timber Framers Guild modeled excellent professionalism in dealing 
with site safety and site coordination ensuring the event ran smoothly and safely. 

The BC LTBIA thanks Randy Churchill (TFG) and Mack McGee (TFG and BC LTBIA 
member)who provided countless volunteer hours to make the project a success 
and for giving BC LTBIA members the opportunity to participate.  

The project blog can be found at:

http://tfgpembertonbarn.wordpress.
com/

 BC LTBIA Participates in the Timber Framers Guild Pemberton Project
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This is an open invitation to all non-member log and timber builders in BC in the BC Log & Timber Building 
Industry Association.

The BC Log & Timber Building Industry Association was formed in 1997.  Our purpose is to improve business 
opportunities and build productivity, profitability and adaptability for BC log and timber builders; to develop 
industry cohesiveness and an appreciation of the industry’s contribution to the economy of BC; to foster 
improved job stability, skill development, and professionalism; to promote healthy business and industry 
growth; to represent the entire industry to all levels of government; and to set the stage for continuous 
improvement in all of the above.

Since 1997, the BC Log & Timber Building Industry Association has become a collective voice addressing 
timber sale issues, expansion of marketing through partnerships with BC Wood into export markets, promoting 
industry business skill development and most recently, working with building and energy code experts to 
develop building techniques and details so our industries’ products are able to meet the new energy code that 
comes into effect December 2014,and future code and regulatory changes that are affecting our industry.

Please take a moment and view our website at www.bclogandtimberbuilders.com and consider joining 
us.  As a special incentive, we are offering you the opportunity to join us for an introductory six 
month membership that can be renewed in January 2015. 

The BC LTBIA relies on membership dues to operate the association and provide BC log and timber builders 
with information on changing codes and regulations; complete research and development to assist builders in 
meeting the changing codes; lobbying regulatory bodies on issues of concern for the BC Industry; publishing 
newsletters; and hosting the annual conference to bring BC builders up to date on changes that impact BC 
builders.

Membership in the BC LTBIA provides you with a listing on our web-site with live links to your company 
website, which means you are more likely to receive inquiries from potential customers that are completing 
web searches for builders. Only members in good standing are actively marketed on the association website.

Membership means you are part of the collective industry voice - providing strong representation for the 
industry on key issues such as changes to the energy codes that come into effect December 2014, access to 
timber; and international marketing of BC builders and their products.

Please contact Patti LeFrancois at bclogandtimber@gmail.com to complete your membership 
application and become a part of the BC Log & Timber Building Industry Association.

Layout by Lisa Marchant

 Join Us

Please extend welcome to our new members
Bighorn-Timber-Frames www.Bighorn-Timber-Frames.ca

Madden Timber Construction Inc. www.Maddentimber.com
Stonehouse Woodworks www.stonehousewoodworks.com
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