
The 2014 Joint Conference of the ILBA and BC LTBIA, March 27, 2014 to March 30, 2014 at the 
Tigh-Na-Mara Resort, Parksville BC, is an industry conference dedicated to providing log and timber 
builders with industry news, business and technical skill development, and networking opportunities with 
other builders and industry suppliers.
With expert speakers in marketing, building codes and regulations, timber connection systems and many 
more topics, the educational component of this year’s conference is 100% relevant to the business of log 
and timber building.
Other activities include the famous Log Builder Games, member project slide shows and sponsor product 
demonstrations from fellow builders and sponsors.  
The response from sponsors has been excellent with tools and products already arriving for the annual 
fundraising auction. The conference venue, Tigh-Na-Mara Resort  is a 22 acre property boasting 192 log 
accommodation units which are spread through the Arbutus and Douglas Fir trees spanning the grounds 
and nestled above 3 kilometres of sandy beach. The resort has never stopped evolving with continuous 
updates and changes for the comfort of the guest. The resort features a conference centre, indoor pool, spa 
and fitness centre. Builders are encouraged to bring their spouse to conference to join in the conference 
activities and to enjoy the amenities this beautiful facility has to offer.

Check out both the ILBA Website www.logassociation.org and the BC LTBIA Website 
www.bclogandtimberbuilders.com to download your conference registration forms, sponsor 
information packages and conference news and updates.
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Do you have a story to tell or 
information to pass on? 

Please contact the BC LTBIA 
office. We are interested in your 

experiences in massive wood 
construction, announcements, 

and classifieds



We are Timber Kings
A Short History
Bryan Reid Sr. established Pioneer Log Homes 
of BC in 1973. The new business owner chose 
an opportunistic location to open up shop; he 
decided on Williams Lake, British Columbia, 
thanks to its proximity to a seemingly endless 
supply of top notch Spruce, Fir and Western 
Red Cedar. Pioneer Log Homes of BC has 
remained committed to the Cariboo ever since.
As the business grew, so did the family 
support. Several members joined Pioneer, 
including brother and Master Craftsman André 
Chevigny, and David Chevigny, a founder of 
Pioneer Logging. Son Bryan Reid Jr. trained 
under both André and Bryan Sr. to become a 
Master Craftsman. After 40 years in business, 
Pioneer Log Homes remains a family operation. 

 Early settlers to the Cariboo struggled to build homes from the materials surrounding them, using horse 
and manpower to hew shelter from the wilderness. The words "log house" still conjure up images of rustic 
backwoods settlements, a fishing camp on a distant lake perhaps, or a tumbledown homestead from Gold 
Rush days.  Those homesteaders would not believe their eyes if they saw what log homes have become today, 
but they just might be happy to know the craft they learned out of necessity has survived in the Cariboo. 
At Pioneer, houses are built completely by hand from western red cedar, spruce, pine or fir, following in-depth 
consultation between the customer and Pioneer's drafts people. Once the house is built at the log yard, the 
pieces are numbered, and like massive tinker toys, dismantled, put into containers and transported to the 
home site to be reassembled. It's a point of pride that these log homes are built by hand using old-fashioned 
tools employing old world carpentry methods of log peeling, sawing and joinery.  The work is very labour-
intensive, resulting in a handcrafted structure that shows superb care and craftsmanship that goes into each 
Pioneer Log Home.
The log structures range from cabins to massive state-of-the-art homes. The largest ever built by Pioneer was 
114,000 square feet, a home 
shipped to Colorado, and it is 
still recognized as the largest 
handcrafted log structure in 
the Western Hemisphere. 
The average log home is in 
the 3,000 square foot range 
& takes approximately three 
to four months to handcraft 
at Pioneer's building site. The 
home is then shipped to the 
customers building site where 
it is reassembled and ready for 
finishing. 

Member Feature - Pioneer Log Homes of BC 



Employing 110 workers in Williams Lake 
& working with a network of distributors 
across the globe, Pioneer is upheld as an 
excellent example in the value-added sector 
of British Columbia's forestry industry. 
In any year, Pioneer builds around 40 
structures, representing about a quarter 
million square feet of log construction. 
General Manager André Chevigny says, 
"Our builders are motivated by the 
architectural designs that are inspired by 
the dreams and ideas of our customers. 
Each new project challenges our builders 
to push the known limits of logitecture." 
With immense pride Chevigny boasts he is 
delighted to inform log home customers, 
"We have the best crew on earth."
And that crew is keen to take on intricate design challenges, like making 50-foot clear span trusses and finding 
just the right 14-foot tree trunk harvested from forests for a character tree. One project required two feature 
trees each 47-feet tall to hold up a lookout tower. A magnificent log spiral staircase to the top wrapped around 
the tree climbing three stories. 
And now, after several one-off TV appearances, Pioneer Log Homes of BC has their own TV show!

Member Feature - Pioneer Log Homes of BC...continued                                       
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TIMBER KINGS - PRESS RELEASE - December 05, 2013
BRAND NEW HGTV CANADA SERIES UNCOVERS THE HIGH STAKES BUSINESS OF THE WORLD’S 
LARGEST HANDCRAFTED LOG HOME BUILDER

TORONTO, December 5, 2013 – Beginning this 
January, HGTV Canada explores home building like 
never before in the brand new original series Timber 
Kings. Follow the grueling jobs and jaw-dropping 
experiences of the master log smiths at Pioneer Log 
Homes in Williams Lake, B.C. as they build massive, 
multi-million dollar log homes under tight deadlines 
and intense pressure. The drama begins on Timber 
Kings Sundays at 10pm ET/PT beginning January 5th 
on HGTV Canada.
“HGTV Canada is the undisputed destination for 
compelling stories about the home and this winter 
we're taking it to another level with Timber Kings,” 

said Barb Williams, Senior Vice President, Content, Shaw Media. “This new original series expertly tells the 
stories of a crew that masterfully crafts the most difficult and elaborate log homes, navigating anything and 
everything the elements, terrain and clients can throw at them.”
Crafting these magnificent homes around the world requires a labour-intensive process to ensure perfection 
for each elite client. The homes themselves are all made on site at Pioneer Log Homes, with each enormous 
log notched by hand to fit exactly into the next. The homes are then dismantled to be reassembled at their 
final destination, which can be a very dangerous job as the builders need to maneuver the 2,000 pound logs 
in often extreme weather conditions. Add using a 20-pound chainsaw three stories in the air and the stakes 
get even higher. This season alone the Timber Kings crew builds homes in Germany, Scotland and on a private 
island in England, in addition to locations across North America. 
 “We are proud to be joining the line-up of very popular HGTV Canada shows,” said Audrey Mehler, Executive 
Vice President for Paperny Entertainment.  “We think viewers will agree that the Timber Kings are more than 
builders and highly-skilled craftsmen. They are also true artists…with egos and competitive drives, of course.”
The premiere episode focuses on building a 4,400 square foot lakefront cottage in Northern Ontario where the 
severe winter weather puts everything at risk for 
the Timber Kings crew. All of the materials must 
make it over a series of three impossibly narrow, 
icy bridges before they can even begin building, 
putting their timelines to the test. Back at the 
work yard in Williams Lake, an eccentric Arkansas 
millionaire is in the market for a massive 1,000 
year old tree to become the centerpiece of his new 
home for a whopping cost of $80,000, and two of 
the Pioneer Log Homes crew push each other to 
breaking points in a fight for new equipment.
For exclusive behind the scenes access, full 
episodes after they air, photo galleries and more 
visit www.hgtv.ca. Join the conversation on 
Facebook and Twitter.
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If you can design it in wood, 
Essetre PF can cut it! 

Techno PF 
CNC Joinery for Timberwork 

 

Timbertools.com           1-800-350-8176 

Master Log Crafters belong to professional trade associations. Professional 
joinery is the mark of a master’s craft; the International Log Builders’ 
Association is your mark of excellence.

For information on our upcoming conferences and workshops please visit 
our website. Full conferences open to handcrafted log builders and other 
industry professionals. Tradeshows, special programs and events open to 
the public. Pre-registration is required, call or e-mail us today.

Our members lead the 
log building industry  
in handcrafted quality.

Are you a 
member yet?

For more information on Effective Practices and Methods  
and membership in the ILBA, log on to our web site or call us.

P.O. Box 775, Lumby, British Columbia Canada  V0E 2G0
Tel: 250-547-8776  Fax: 250-547-8775  E-mail: info@logassociation.org

1-800-532-2900

Creators of the Log Span Tables and the Effective Practices and Methods
Visit our web site at www.logassociation.org
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Heavy Timber Anchors and Panel Material Lifting Systems

RAMPA SKL Lifting System

● Easy & Fast assembly

● Multi Use Function

● Small loads or heavy loads
with various insert and
anchor sizes

● Suitable for timber, Cross
Laminated Timber (CLT)
or pre-manufactured wall
assemblies.

ASSY plus VG CSK

Dimensions:

■ Diameters: from 6 mm (1/4”) to 14 mm (9/16”)

■ Lengths: from 50 mm  (2”) to 1500 mm (59”)

■ No pre drilling required

Equipped with:

■ Self-tapping tip

■ Shank cutter

■ ASSY Metrical thread

See the full line of ASSY® Timber Connectors and RAMPA SKL Lifting Systems at the BC Log & Timber Show
- Feb. 1, 2 & 3 in Chase, BC.

Authorized Dealer and Technical Support in Canada

MyTiCon Timber Connectors Inc.

#1 - 8287 124th Street, Surrey, BC V3W 9G2

Technical Support: 604-347-7049

Sales: 604-349-8426

ASSY 3.0 SKASSY 3.0 KombiASSY plus VG Cyl
ASSY® - Connecting Wood for over 50 years.

ASSY 3.0

Heavy Timber Anchor System
with M16 bolt

Lifting Anchor System

  info@my-ti-con.com
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The 2014 Joint Conference of the ILBA and BC LTBIA has an excellent line-up of speakers and workshop 
presenters confirmed. Here is a sneak preview of some of the speakers confirmed to date

Neil Godin
Headquartered in Vancouver, Neil Godin has conducted workshops and seminars 
with more than 300,000 business people across Canada and the United States. 
And, as a sales and marketing coach, he has worked hands-on with more than 
30 value added wood products manufacturers across the country. For many years 
Neil has specialized in working with small to mid size companies in crisis. In these 
turnaround cases, sales always have to be doubled or tripled – immediately – and 
at minimal cost – no matter what the economy! You will laugh while you learn as 
Neil shares turnaround stories and strategies that can help you boost your sales – 
now!  Neil is author of “Selling in the (Comfort) Zone,” (available at Amazon and 
other outlets), a comprehensive guide to marketing and sales for business owners, 
and is publisher of “Marketing Dangerously,” a newsletter/blog that is the world’s 
only “idea service” for business builders.

We are excited to have Neil delivering two presentations

“It’s Show Time”
Seven Ways to Make Certain Your Trade Shows Pay
Did you know that over 70% of trade show leads are “never followed up?” Learn why – and exactly what to do 
about it – in this exciting workshop with wood products marketing specialist Neil Godin. Neil will share an array 
of hard-hitting, eye-opening tips on how to ensure a solid return on your trade show investments. 

“To Heck With The Economy: Seven Ways to Ramp Up Your Sales – Now!”
How to identify and connect with prospects who are ready, willing and able to buy – now! 
§ How to use fast-acting, low-cost (and no-cost) Guerrilla Marketing ideas to ramp up your sales.   
§ How to position yourself as “the expert” in your area – and get customers coming to you!
§  How to hold a special event – and use the invitation to connect with ideal prospects.
§ How to use e-mail and the Internet to grow your sales at minimal cost.
§  How to develop a Silent Sales Force of displays (online and on land) that do your selling for you!       
§  How to establish and maintain “communication control” during the sales cycle, so prospects don't get  
you to do a lot of work, then stop returning your calls.



Peter N. Moonen
Peter Moonen is a third generation British Columbian who, like many in 
the province, has his roots in the forest sector. A technical communications 
specialist, he has spent the last 23 years in the forest industry, dealing with 
internal and external communications pertaining to regulatory, environmental, 
sustainability, economic, production and operational issues.  
He is Coordinator of Sustainability and Special Projects for Wood WORKS!, 
a program developed by the Canadian Wood Council to build a strong wood 
culture in Canada through education, training and awareness.  He regularly 
presents on achieving greater sustainability and the appropriate use of wood in 
Asia, Europe and throughout North America to design professionals, educators 
and building officials.  He also works to support various industry associations, 
export marketing groups and both provincial and federal government 
departments including support of Canada’s Corps of Trade Commissioners and 
overseas marketing groups in their work to sell Canadian products and services 
and seek opportunities for investment in innovative wood products.
He is also participated as an organizer and session facilitator at the UN Timber Committee and is a reviewer 
specializing in wood and the green economy for the Forest Products Annual Market Review published by the 
UN Timber and Forestry section. Between 2002 and 2008, he was also Vice-President of Thinwood Forestry 
Limited, a manufacturer of unique, high-quality Canadian custom-sawn veneers for the structural, millwork, 
furniture and flooring sectors. He was the founding president of the B.C. Wood Co-op, an organization of more 
than 600 small and medium woodworking businesses producing a variety of value added wood products. He is 
also currently a Director of Sechelt Community Projects Inc., the community forest in Sechelt, B.C.
He was Co-chair of the Howe Sound Round Table, formed in 1991 to address social, environmental and 
economic issues in the Howe Sound Corridor between Vancouver and Whistler.  He has also worked extensively 
with local, regional and provincial government bodies to develop economic solutions for resource-dependent 
communities in British Columbia. In addition to a degree in Marine Biology and Zoology, he studied forestry at 
UBC and Journalism and Public Affairs in Alberta.  He lives in Roberts Creek on the Sunshine Coast of BC.

Wood Solutions to Sustainability Questions
Innovation in Wood Products, Design and Performance

New buildings codes and higher performance expectations of building owners and occupants creates new 
opportunities for the world’s most 
environmentally-friendly building material.  
From Wood fibre insulation to Tall Wood 
engineering – innovative wood products 
can fit the bill.
This presentation will outline changes 
that are occurring worldwide in codes and 
environmental expectations, with a focus 
on the tremendous benefits of wood fibre 
insulation.
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Liberty L. Lewis
Liberty L. Lewis holds a Bachelor of Science in Architectural Engineering. 
She provides services to insurance companies, restoration companies, 
homebuilders, homeowner associations, legal professionals, and commercial 
property managers. These services include consulting of plan review, repair 
recommendations and oversight, and structural, civil, and building envelope 
investigations regarding construction. Her building envelope investigations 
concentrate on analysis of building envelope performance including that of 
EIFS, stucco, brick, stone, hardboard, vinyl, and cedar siding, sealants, ice 
damming, windows, ventilation, and plaza and residential decks. She has 
experience with structural design for educational and medical facilities in 

timber, concrete, masonry and steel, along with extensive modernizations and hospital equipment upgrades. 
Liberty has performed fire damage assessment, investigations, and repair recommendations for educational 
and residential structures.

Log Home Pitfalls – Learning from Others’ Mistakes
Liberty Lewis, P.E. of SBSA in Golden, Colorado will present lessons learned from several log home projects. 
In each case, inexperienced log home builders made mistakes that lead to significant property damage and 
legal action. Ms. Lewis will share project photos and example details to illustrate each case. From these 
examples, participants will learn about integrating log construction with finishes and facades, the challenges 
of mixing log construction and standard framing, the importance of a localized structural design, and how the 
surrounding site can impact the long-term performance of a log home.

2014 Joint Conference - Speaker Sneak Preview...continued
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Max Closen
Max Closen was born and raised near the city of Mainz in Rheinland-
Pfalz, Germany.
At the age of 16 Max started an apprenticeship in carpentry and 
cabinet making in a small, traditional wood working company in 
Germany. After completion of the 3 year program Max became 
a journey man and worked in timber frame companies across 
Germany and Austria. Throughout the 2 years of hard work in 
Bavarian timber framing companies Max became more and more 
interested in engineering and decided to attempt an engineering 
career. The perfect place to start a career in timber engineering was 
found in Rosenheim, Germany where Max completed his timber 
engineering degree in 2007. Shortly after completing his degree 
Max’s interest in big timbers and wildlife brought him to British 
Columbia. After gathering some work experience in Vancouver Max 
completed a Master degree at the University of British Columbia in 
timber engineering. His degree was focused on the performance of 
modern timber connection technologies. Shortly after graduating 

from UBC Max decided to establish MyTiCon Timber Connectors Inc. MyTiCon offers technical consulting for 
modern timber connection technologies and has become a reliable supplier for standard and specialty timber 
connectors.
Max strongly believes that modern fastener technology and the traditional trade of timber construction can 
establish a strong partnership and push timber construction to the next level. 

Modern Timber Connection Systems
Max will present the:
- Theory behind modern timber connection systems
-show the variety of available timber connection systems
-show new application possibilities
-do cost comparison among fasteners
-bring a small test frame to showcase some of the previously explained theory in a practical example
-we will bring plenty of full scale samples of a variety of timber connectors
-provide introductory information for designer

2014 Joint Conference - Speaker Sneak Preview...continued
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Want to continue to receive the BC Log & Timberframers News?
Renew your 2014 BC LTBIA Membership by contacting 

info@bclogandtimberbuilders.com
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