
 2014 Conference Announcement

The BC Log and Timber Building Industry Association (BC LTBIA) and the International Log Building 
Association (ILBA) are pleased to announce that they will be holding a joint conference at the beautiful 
Tigh- Na-Mara Resort in Parksville, BC.  Running from Thursday March 27, 2014 to Sunday March 30, 2014 
this conference will be the best opportunity for log and timber builders from around the world to gather and 
share ideas, new technology and industry trends. 
“We are excited to be bringing the associations together for their 2014 Conference and AGM’s “ states Daniel 
Depoe, President of the BC LTBIA. “By joining together this year, we expect to have a much larger turnout of 
builders and increased participation by the industry suppliers and sponsors.”
“Our organizations have many members and suppliers in common, and by bringing us together we all get 
the benefit of a higher-quality conference program, and suppliers to our industry get access to more log 
home and timber frame companies,” says Robert Chambers, President of the ILBA.
Over recent years, many members and industry suppliers have had to choose between both organizations to 
attend one or the other’s annual conferences. Both the BC LTBIA and the ILBA are aware of the challenges 
that the industry has faced and believe that coming together for a joint conference will be a positive event 
for the associations, their members and industry supplier sponsors.
The conference schedule, sponsorship opportunities and registration details will be sent out by both the 
ILBA and the BC LTBIA in the coming months. 
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Do you have a story to tell or 
information to pass on? Please 
contact the BC LTBIA office. 
We are interested in your 

experiences in massive wood 
construction, announcements, 

and classifieds

On September 18, 2013, Aaron Moore stepped down from the office 
of President and the Board of the BC LTBIA.  Aaron has stepped 
down in order to be able to spend more time at home with his family.  

During his time on the board, Aaron worked extensively on 
the design of the associations’ new website and logo and was 
instrumental in having the log wall testing project completed.  As 
president, Aaron spent countless donated hours keeping up to date 
on the status of the Associations’ projects and was focused on 
helping the BC Industry expand their markets and improve building 
systems.

We thank Aaron for his dedication to the Log and Timber Industry 
and wish him the best as he pursues other business ventures closer 
to home.
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Daniel Depoe Elected President of the BC Log & Timber 
Building Industry Association

At the September 18, 2013 Board Meeting of the BC Log & Timber Building 
Industry Association, Daniel Depoe of Dietrichs NA  and Lignin Design was elected 
President, filling the seat left vacant by retiring past president, Aaron Moore.

Daniel was raised in the prairies, with most of his family based in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. His interests include the use of parametric Building Information 
Modelling (BIM) software to design energy efficient buildings, with a specialization 
in Timber Frame, Log and Massive Wood structures.  

An Alumni of the University of Calgary, Daniel has a B.A. in International Relations. His passion for log and 
timber frame design led Dan to the College of the Rockies in Cranbrook, BC.  He further developed his skills 
with both hands on and design work with Tyee Homes of Kimberley, BC.  Since 2008, Daniel has channeled his 
entrepreneurial spirit into building his own business, Lignin Design. 

Based in Victoria, BC, Lignin Design provides Architectural and Fabrication Design services, using cutting edge 
BIM software.  Lignin Design specializes in delivering exceptional projects for Architects, Engineers, Builders, 
Renovators, Log Builders and Timberframers.  This drive is to develop coordination and collaboration in the 
industry, improving efficiency and profitability.   

In addition, Daniel is the Western representative for Dietrich's North America,  providing sales, support and 
training for their parametric design and modelling software. In Daniel’s time away from business, he enjoys 
snowboarding, surfing, hiking, squash, volleyball, travelling and being outdoors with his wife, Sarah. He looks 
forward to serving the membership as the incoming president of the BC Log and Timber Building Association 
(BC LTBIA). 
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It was love at first sight in 1990 when we saw the photograph of a reciprocal roof on the cover of a German 
magazine. Ten years later, I was able to see reciprocal roofs on two whiskey barrel homes in Findhorn, 
Scotland. I loved the way natural light flooded the open space below. After my husband Wil began using 
Dietrich’s software, we were able to design our new home with a reciprocal roof as the central feature. 

We raised the roof high enough to allow clerestory windows that can be opened to provide a chimney effect 
that draws air through the building, as well as providing abundant natural light. It is unusual for us to have 
lights on during the day. 

The insulated panels have eight varieties of local wood visible from the interior, most of which came from our 
woodlot and the rafters are white pine, from a nearby woodlot.  We designed and built the panels to be filled 
with blown in cellulose insulation.

Slate or clay tiles were our preferred choices for covering the roof. Neither of these tiles is available from a 
local site or manufacturer, so we finally decided to cover the roof with metal.  

The beauty of the wood, the swirling rafters and the quality of the light that fills our space has made our 
reciprocal roof worth every bit of effort it took to create it. 

Chris Dancey
Author and Photographer for this article.

Recommended books:
Reciprocal Frame Architecture by Olga Popovic Larsen
Building in Wood – Construction and Details by Götz Gutdeutsch
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If you can design it in wood, 
Essetre PF can cut it! 

Techno PF 
CNC Joinery for Timberwork 

 

Timbertools.com           1-800-350-8176 

Master Log Crafters belong to professional trade associations. Professional 
joinery is the mark of a master’s craft; the International Log Builders’ 
Association is your mark of excellence.

For information on our upcoming conferences and workshops please visit 
our website. Full conferences open to handcrafted log builders and other 
industry professionals. Tradeshows, special programs and events open to 
the public. Pre-registration is required, call or e-mail us today.

Our members lead the 
log building industry  
in handcrafted quality.

Are you a 
member yet?

For more information on Effective Practices and Methods  
and membership in the ILBA, log on to our web site or call us.

P.O. Box 775, Lumby, British Columbia Canada  V0E 2G0
Tel: 250-547-8776  Fax: 250-547-8775  E-mail: info@logassociation.org

1-800-532-2900

Creators of the Log Span Tables and the Effective Practices and Methods
Visit our web site at www.logassociation.org
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Heavy Timber Anchors and Panel Material Lifting Systems

RAMPA SKL Lifting System

● Easy & Fast assembly

● Multi Use Function

● Small loads or heavy loads
with various insert and
anchor sizes

● Suitable for timber, Cross
Laminated Timber (CLT)
or pre-manufactured wall
assemblies.

ASSY plus VG CSK

Dimensions:

■ Diameters: from 6 mm (1/4”) to 14 mm (9/16”)

■ Lengths: from 50 mm  (2”) to 1500 mm (59”)

■ No pre drilling required

Equipped with:

■ Self-tapping tip

■ Shank cutter

■ ASSY Metrical thread

See the full line of ASSY® Timber Connectors and RAMPA SKL Lifting Systems at the BC Log & Timber Show
- Feb. 1, 2 & 3 in Chase, BC.

Authorized Dealer and Technical Support in Canada

MyTiCon Timber Connectors Inc.

#1 - 8287 124th Street, Surrey, BC V3W 9G2

Technical Support: 604-347-7049

Sales: 604-349-8426

ASSY 3.0 SKASSY 3.0 KombiASSY plus VG Cyl
ASSY® - Connecting Wood for over 50 years.

ASSY 3.0

Heavy Timber Anchor System
with M16 bolt

Lifting Anchor System

  info@my-ti-con.com
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By Chris and Wil Dancey
RR#1, Aylmer, Ontario, Canada

The design and drawings for our home were done by Wil Dancey using Dietrich’s CAD/CAM software. Wil is 
the president and managing director of Dietrich’s North America www.DietrichsNA.com and www.Facebook.
com/DietrichsNA. The parent company is Dietrich’s AG in Germany. www.Dietrichs.com

Engineer approval by Paul Harris, former engineer for Rylett 
Engineering in St. Thomas, Ontario.
Floor area of house is 2000 sq ft and the garage is 500 sq ft.

Reciprocal Roof 
Designed and built by Wil Dancey

An octagonal box that is the exact shape of the opening was used 
to position and temporarily hold the rafters until the last rafter 
was in place. It sits on top of the stabilized scaffolding.

Summary - Rafters

Round Log Timber Frame 
Owner built by Wil and Chris Dancey (photographer)



In ascending order – Higgs Murphy, Al Mayhew, 
Grayden Laing and Wil Dancey

Crane owned and operated by Higgs Murphy.

Reciprocal Roof...continued
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View from the crow’s nest.

Once the rafters were locked into place, the 
octagonal form was removed
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Details for Corner Bird’s Mouth Connection

A 5/8 inch diameter threaded rod 
was inserted through the pre-drilled 
hole into the ring.

Precision cutting and 
alignment is required for this 
installation. 

All of the hip rafters fit perfectly.

Renderings created by Wil Dancey 
using Dietrich’s 3D CAD/CAM 
software for wood construction.

What is a reciprocal frame?

“The reciprocal frame is a three-
dimensional grillage structure mainly used 
as a roof structure, consisting of mutually 
supporting sloping beams placed in a 
closed circuit. The inner end of each beam 
rests on and is supported by the adjacent 
beam. At the outer end the beams are 
supported by an external wall, ring beam 
or by columns. The mutually supporting 
radiating beams placed tangentially around 
a central point of symmetry form an inner 
polygon. The outer ends of the beams 
form an outer polygon or a circle. If the 
reciprocal frame is used as a roof structure, 
the inner polygon gives an opportunity of 
creating a roof light.” Olga Popovic Larsen 
wrote this description in her book titled 
Reciprocal Frame Architecture.
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Reciprocal Roof...continued
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Summary - Custom Owner Built Panels

Jason Kilmartin 
is trimming the 
edge of the 
panel.

Eight local species of wood were used in a 
consistent pattern on each panel.

Includes: Pine, Spruce, Cherry, Oak, Ash, Black 
Walnut, Larch, HickoryWithin four hours all of the panels were lifted into place 

by a large crane and secured to the rafters. 

Want to continue to receive the BC Log & Timberframers News?
Renew your 2014 BC LTBIA Membership by contacting info@logbuilders.net
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Later, celulose insulation was blown into the cavities and a skylight sealed off the centre hole. 


