
As announced on our Members’ List, 
the LTBI Fibre Committee met with 

Honourable Michael de Jong, Minister 
of Forests, at his constituency office in 
Abbotsford on April 8th. Meeting with the 
Minister were President Peter Sperlich, 
Kevin Mitchell, Fibre Committee Chair, 
local builder members Art Paul and Brian 
Moore, Director James Fountain, and 
Theo Wiering from 100 Mile House.

After introductions with the Minister, 
Peter gave a short summary of his history 
with the LTBI, and succinctly covered the 
LTBI’s three main thrusts of A Trained 
Workforce, Fibre Access, and Marketing, 
stating that “without any one of the three, 
the other two become redundant”. He 

acknowledged to the Minister that we 
were in this meeting with him to ensure 
that we will have continued access to fibre 
in the future. 

We also explained to Min. de Jong that, 
although the amount of wood our industry 
uses is insignificant in comparison to what 
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Meeting with The Minister of Forests Myra Canyon Trestles on the KVR:
After the near total loss of trestles 

in 2003, five trestles will be replaced 
in the Myra Canyon in 2005. The Myra 
Canyon Restoration Society has struck a 
Construction Committee to oversee and 
contract out the reconstruction of the 
trestles. $13.5 million has been allocated 
by the Federal and Provincial governments 
for trestle reconstruction. Reconstruction 
contract financial management is being 
provided by BC Parks. Invitation to tender 
is being placed on the BC Bid web site. 
As much as possible, our association will 
also be providing notification of tender 
requests.

Association President Peter Sperlich, 
provided the Reconstruction Management 
Committee with a film and power point 
presentation on April 6, outlining the 
capabilities and interests of our members 
towards bidding on segments of the 
project. Peter demonstrated our industry’s 
capability to both hand cutting and/or 
machine cutting the trestle components.  
He showed the capability of current design 
software technology to ensure precision 
shop drawings. This included a film clip 
of member company, Daizen Joinery, 
cutting a replica trestle detail on their 
K2 Hundegger. These components were 
assembled and provided a demonstration 
model for the presentation, which was very 
well received by the committee, engineer 
and project manager. Peter also provided 
the committee with specifications input 
for timber sizing and requested that project 
bid packages be sized in a manner to allow 

It was a pleasure to once again see all the 
old faces and meet some new ones at this 

year’s AGM & Conference. This year’s 
event was a great success, the biggest 
complaint being, we tried to pack too much 
content into too little time! Special thanks 
to our sponsors and associate members 
and auction contributors. Members are 
reminded to give these companies that 
extra consideration when shopping for 
goods and services—they have shown 
their support of this industry. 

Highlights of this year’s AGM were 2010 
Commerce Centre GM Brian Krieger’s 
presentation on Olympic opportunities, the 
Friday night host bar, and networking. A 
personal highlight for me was presenting 
a lifetime achievement award to B. Alan 
Mackie for his contributions. His many 
books and teachings have left a great mark 
on this industry. It was indeed a tremendous 
honour to be able to make this presentation 
to Mr. Mackie. This to a huge standing 
ovation, a moment I am sure we will never 
forget. 

Special thanks to outgoing director 
Theo Wiering whom has been a board 
member since 1997. Theo will continue 
to serve on the fibre committee where his 
input is invaluable.

We have three new Board Members! 
I am pleased to announce that Kevin 
Mitchell of Eagle Mountain Management, 
Christoph Friedlos of Swiss Carpentry and 
Art Paul of Permanent Pole have joined 
the board this year.

The Directors have had a busy start 
to this year since the AGM board and 
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smaller interior companies to bid. The first 
request for supply of timber will be on BC 
Bid within the next week. 

The LTBI will be hosting a meeting of 
interested parties at Kelowna on May 13. 
Any member interested in participating in 
the trestle rebuilds should attend. Watch 
for further details on our new members 
e-mail mailing list.

In addition the marketing committee 
will also be meeting to plan this years’ 
activities, 

Anyone wishing to contribute or take 
part in any way is welcome.

2010:
Your Association is keeping in touch with 
the design concepts for 2010 venues. Our 
goal is to meet with architects while they 
are at the conceptual stage of design 
in order to provide input on the use of 
log and timber. A recent meeting took 
place with Merrick Architects, who are 
responsible for the 15,000 square foot 
lodge at the Nordic Center.  Regrettably, 
the concept shows the design as entirely 
contradictory to the Whistler theme of 
wood, with corrugated steel and concrete 
being primary materials.  We are still 
hopeful that the ski jumps will use a 
timber superstructure.  

We are enthusiastic to hear that BC 
Wood has applied for funding to continue 
the effort of one-on-one meetings to 
influence 2010 design.

Congratulations to Sitka Log Homes 
for being one of three companies short 

listed to provide conceptual 

design for Canada House, the Canadian 
2010 media and business center at 
the 2006 Torino Winter Olympics  in 
Italy. The other firms to be short listed 
from the original 12 respondents are 
Commonwealth International Consultants 
ltd., an engineering company, and DGBK 
Architects, an architectural firm.  It would 
be an extreme boost to our industry to see 
massive wood showcased to the world as 
we enter the countdown to 2010.

International Marketing:
After an 11th hour effort by marketing 
committee members to offer our 
association’s proposal to PEMD- TA 
(Program for Export Market Development 

- Trade Associations) under the federal 
ministry, International Trade Canada. 
We are very pleased to hear that our 
application has been accepted. The 
LTBI will put up $25,000 to be equally 
matched with PEMD-TA to begin our 
first substantial effort to brand and market 
BC log and timber building in the global 
marketplace.

Our President and Marketing 
Committee Chair, Peter Sperlich can be 
credited with conceptual development 
of the proposal with Director and 
Committee member Brian Lloyd tuning 
and submitting the on-line application. 
The proposal is based on attracting the 
“preferred client profile”; this type of client 
would typically be the designer, architect, 
developer, general contractor or building 
professional.

This type of client would form a long 



This column starts with my thanks and 
congratulations to your association.  

Both are for the same thing — the chance 
to attend your annual general meeting this 
winter.  I had a great time and went home 
impressed by your members and their 
commitment to the industry. 

What definitely got my attention was 
the talk about making British Columbia 
log and timber building truly world class, 
and I even have a suggestion.  Don’t let 
go of your association’s current focus on 
workplace health and safety; keep that a 
key element of going global.

You’re probably not surprised to hear 
this from me.  But you should know that it 
comes as much from my past experience 
as a contractor as from my job with the 
WCB today.  Both have taught me that 
safe workplaces are more productive and 

Collective Action for Your 

Collective Bottom Line
By Don Nelson, WCB Manager of Industry Services–Construction

As a log home builder in the 80’s and 
90’s, Bill Willis saw the need for a 

dependable manufacturer of quality wood 
protection products. But it was working in 
the natural environment of Whistler that 
inspired him to take it further. 

Could a coating be developed that 
would withstand the harsh climate of the 
Coast Mountains, yet still be low toxicity, 
water-based and easy to apply? Over a 
decade later, the answer is a proven ‘yes’. 

Working with a talented chemical 
engineer, Bill created the BRODA® 
Pro-Tek-Tor line of waterborne natural 
oil wood finishes, and founded CBR 

– a Vancouver-based company that would 
develop, manufacture and supply specialty 
restoration and preservation products for 
commercial and residential use.

Environmentally 
Responsible Products 
That Don’t Sacrifice 

Performance:
How CBR really does  ‘Protect it all.™’ cost-effective, that good health and safety 

is good business.
An industry’s safety record has a direct 

effect on its costs. Consider the $313,533 
in compensation paid to your injured 
employees during 2003 (the last year for 
which we have complete figures).  

The dollars that cover your industry’s 
WCB claims are just part of the cost of 
job-related accidents and illness.  The rest 
is for additional expenses that individual 
employers must pay directly.  You know 
the ones I mean — for damaged property, 
equipment down-time, lower productivity 
of injured employees on restricted duty, 
recruiting replacement workers, extra 
supervisory requirements and more.

All that adds up to one big hit that 
affects how well you perform in a 
competitive international marketplace.  

Collective Action Continued on p. 9CBR Continued on p.8 



Allied Associates 2005
Advanced Biotechnology Inc.
The North American source for Herlt 
Wood Gasification technology for 
residential and commercial heating 
systems.
Allan MacEachen
Box 3637, Airdrie AB, T4B 1K5
PH: 403-912-7424
FX: 403-948-4780

Canadian Log Homes Supply
Perma-Chink Distributor: trusted 
products for new logs, maintenance, and 
restorations in Canada.
clhs@webhart.net
RR#2, 21 Sand Rd.
Eganville ON, K0J 1T0
PH: 1-800-746-7773
FX: 1-800-746-7773

Cascade Aqua-Tech Ltd.
All types of sealants, foam tape, 
waterproofing, caulking, and construction-
related products.
Dan Bashuk
or Walt Bashuk
#3 1555 Fairview Rd., Penticton BC, 
V2A 6P6
Toll Free: 1-866-487-1330
PH: 250-487-1330
FX: 250-487-1329
Pager: 250-770-7266

Caribou Crane Services Ltd.
Crane Service--specializing in log home 
setup.
Pat Blackwood
841A South Mackenzie Ave.
Williams Lake, BC
V2G 3X8
PH: 250-296-3248
FX: 250-296-3214
Cell: 250-305-8177

Custom Woolen Mills
Wool and other natural fibre processing, 
including wool insulation for log 
buildings.
Bill Purves-Smith
RR #1, Carstairs AB, T0M 0N0
PH: 403-337-2221
FX: 403-337-2221

Kaila Drafting & Design
Log home designer & draftsman with 8 
years building experience. 3-D Design 
since 1994.
Box 216 
Enderby BC V0E 1V0
PH: 250-838-2172
kaila@junction.net

HCT Wood Products
Supplier of beams, siding, decking, T+6 
and specialty products in WRC Fir, Larch, 
spruce, pine & hemlock.
Norbert Conrad
Box 151, Meadow Creek BC, V0G 1N0
PH: 250-366-4320
FX: 250-366-4333

International Trade Canada
ITCan supports the development of trade 
by providing services to exporters.
Harvey Rebalkin
2000-300 West Georgia St.,
Vancouver, BC, V6B 6E1
PH: 604-666-1445
FX: 604-666-0954

International Log Builders’ 
Association (ILBA)
The ILBA is a worldwide organization 
dedicated to furthering the craft of 
handcrafted log building.
Cathy Hansen
PO Box 775, Lumby BC V0E 2G0
Toll free: 1-800-532-2900
PH: (250) 547-8776
FX: (250) 547-8775

Karma Industries Ltd.
House log supplier.
Don Rossman
Box 48, Camp Creek AB, T0G 0L0
PH: 780-674-6325
FX: 780-674-6325

Mill & Timber Products Ltd.
Timber Management, Log Sales, 
Marketing
Jim MacKay
Box 106, Port Hardy BC, V0N 2P0
PH: 250-949-6642
FX: 250-949-3036

SKD Enterprises Inc.
Timbers and beams for log home builders 
and timberframers. Aspen T & G panels.
Albert Smith

4557 Stauble Rd., Prince George BC, 
V2K 4W9
PH: 250-962-4805
FX: 250-9624806
Cell: 250-613-7908

The Pas Lumber Company Ltd.
Quality house logs, beams and timbers; fir, 
spruce, and pine.
Logs: Lorne James 250-960-3915
Timbers: Gregg Koehler 250-562-3361
PO Box 879, Prince George BC, V2l 4T8
PH: 250-562-3361
FX: 250-562-5490

Timber Frame Business Council
An industry association working to 
strengthen the timber frame industry in 
North America.
Scout Wilkins
217 Min St.
Hamilton, Montana, USA, 59840
PH: 406-375-0713
Toll Free: 1-888-560-9351
FX: 406-375-6401

Timber Pro Coatings
The manufacture and sale of wood 
finishes.
Dave Hesketh
155-6260 Graybar Rd., Richmond BC, 
V6W 1H6
PH: 604-270-4244
Toll Free: 1-877-666-4244
FX: 604-270-4247

Timber Tools
Tools of the trades, hand tools, power 
tools, log milling machines, CNC joinery 
machines.
Gary Richter
304 Carlingview Dr., 
Toronto ON, M9W 5G2
PH: 416-675-2366
Toll Free: 1-800-350-8176
FX: 416-675-4242

Westwood Custom Windows & Doors
Custom handcrafted windows and doors--
specializing in log homes. High-end 
craftsmanship!
Mark & Susan Recksiedler
Box 216, Armstrong BC, V0E 1B0
PH: 250-546-2966
FX: 250-546-2932



STIHL MS 361
“The Logbuilders’ Chainsaw”

In logbuilding and timberframing, the 
chainsaw is occasionally used for 

bucking and ripping, but is more often 
used, for hours on end, for roughing out 
notches, joinery, and lateral groove cuts. 
This requires fine motor control on the part 
of the operator—and a saw that facilitates 
precision while keeping fatigue to a 
minimum. STIHL Ltd. has been listening 
to the needs of  the BC log and timber 
building industry.

The STIHL MS 361, a replacement for 
the previous models 036 and MS 360, has 
been improved through our dedication 
in gathering end user feedback. Some of 
these advancements include:

§ An accelerator pump added to the 
carburetor for better throttle response.

§ New anti-vibration mount system, 
for less fatigue to the user and better 
blood circulation to the hands.

§ New micro-processor ignition system 
for variable ignition timing. The 
advantages of this are rapid throttle 

response, better transition through 
the saw’s complete rpm ranges, better 
fuel economy, lower emissions, ease 
of starting, and avoidance of over 
speeding, preventing “blow-ups”.

§ Newly designed chain sprocket cover 
to prevent the chain from coming off 
the bar if the e-clip comes off the 
crankshaft. This helps in preventing 
the chain from being tangled and/or 
damaged if it derails.

§ The power to weight ratio is very 
favourable, and that again reduces 
fatigue.

§ The MS 361 continues with the features 
of the past, including transparent fuel 
tank to prevent spills, tool-free, secure, 
easy-opening caps on the tanks, side 
access chain tensioning, and a long 
life filter.

We took trouble over the little details 
of this saw, because we recognize, in 
the time-constrained, highly competitive 
world of log and timber building, time is 

money. For example, some users found 
the fuel tank cap difficult to open with 
cold, oily, or gloved, fingers. So we made 
an indentation on the surface of the tank 
at the cap to allow a better purchase on 
the cap latch. Trivial? Hardly, when you 
are loading a container to meet a shipping 
deadline, in winter, with limited daylight. 

STIHL will always look closely at 
feedback from our users to see what we 
can incorporate into our product to perfect 
it as highly as possible. This is not always 
an easy task but nonetheless, we will do 
this to the best of our abilities, while still 
keeping saw weight and cost low.

We also realize the importance of 
support after the sale and this is why we 
offer training to any of our user groups 
free of charge. We have personnel in place 
that will come to your yard to offer the 
information to get longer service life out 
of our product, preventing unnecessary 
down time and associated costs. This, I 
believe, affirms our commitment to a true 

Stihl Continued on p.10



for the reception on Friday night. This 
was a great time of networking with the 
sponsors and exhibitors, and catching 
up on news with old friends. The Trade 
Show area saw lots of activity, due to our 
changed layout this year. And everyone 
took full advantage of the bar! For many, 
this was one of the highlights of the event, 
and that energy carried on over to the next 
morning.

Saturday morning saw Ernie Philip, 
the Cultural Coordinator for Quaaout 
Resort, open the day with a song, a prayer 
to the Creator for blessing on all life. Hon. 
George Abbott, Minister of Sustainable 
Resource Management then took the stage 
to give an address and speak to some of 
our concerns as an industry regarding 
access to fibre. For such a high profile 
public figure, Minister Abbott is a very 
approachable and personable man, and 
seems to be genuinely concerned with our 
issues, even if they do not fall squarely 
within his portfolio. He well understands 
the topic of running a small business, 
being an entrepreneur himself. 

The speakers throughout the day were 
engaging and informative. Kevin Rothwell 
spoke on “Building Credibility”, a broad 
and very important topic for anyone in 
business (also see his article this issue). 
Another newsletter contributor, Don 
Nelson of WCB, spoke on Crane Safety 
and Operator Certification. 

Some of the breakout seminars at 

2:15 pm were well attended, especially 
the presentation by Brian Lloyd and 
Matt Leck on the ILBA contract template 
and insurance issues. Everyone needs 
to know how a simple choice of words 
could detrimentally affect your company’s 
potential liability in a lawsuit. Watch for a 
more comprehensive workshop next year!

The AGM itself was short and intense. 
We have three new directors this year! 
Art Paul, Kevin Mitchell, and Christoph 
Friedlos. The LTBI is grateful for their 
willingness to participate at the board 
level, and appreciates the experience and 
industry knowledge they bring to the 
Association. 

The Quaaout kitchen staff did their 
usual sterling job of preparing an excellent 
meal for the Gala Dinner that night. Brian 
Krieger, General Manager of the 2010 
Commerce Centre took the stage as our 
keynote speaker to inform members of 
the opportunities related to 2010, and how 
members can access those opportunities. 

After that, the Live Auction kicked off 
with a whole array of tools and other items 
on the block. What a great opportunity to 
pick up really good and useful stuff! This 
is not only a fundraising event for the 
LTBI, but also a fun thing, and a chance to 
recycle some useful goods. Several firms 
also donated services and gift certificates. 
After the Auction was the Chainsaw 
Draw, and Higgs Murphy, an instructor 
at College of the Rockies, was the lucky 
winner this time!

The following morning, Barrie Sanford 
gave a fascinating presentation on the 
historic wooden structures of the Kettle 
Valley Railway, which included some very 
rare historical slides. It was fascinating 
to hear about the way things were 50-80 
years ago, and how the railway—and 
wooden structures—are part of our 

heritage as British Columbians.
Following that was an in-

depth presentation by Dietrich’s 
North America on roof framing, 
demonstrating design of 3-D 
roof components and then 
demonstrating the actual layout, 
along with common errors. This 
was the concluding activity of the 
event. Next year: Same time, same 
place. Stay tuned for details.   ●

2005 AGM & Conference

Our Yearly AGM & Conference 
is becoming the highlight event 

of the year for our industry, and this is 
as we would wish. The LTBI invests a 
huge amount of time and effort, and our 
sponsors’ capital, into making this event 
a success. However, the Association is 
not simply concerned with maintaining 
our self-funded status through this event 
alone; we really would like to see the 
industry grow and gain more cohesiveness 
and greater visibility. The best and most 
effective way to do this is to meet, as 
many of us as possible, once a year. The 
AGM & Conference is all about you, BC’s 
logbuilders and timberframers, business 
owners and associates. 

Starting with the carving event on 
Thursday, Feb. 24th, and ending at noon 
on Sunday, this year’s event followed the 
pattern of past conferences in that sense, 
but the energy was higher this year, there 
were more delegates, and a few more 
high-profile sponsors and exhibitors. The 
Carving Event was smaller than in the 
past, but made up for size with depth. 
Joe Ratushniak from Merritt was with us 
for the first time, joining Bob Whitehead, 
and Craig Ned, both attending for the 
second year.  For Mark Coe, this would 
have been his third consecutive year, but 
he was unable to attend. However, he still 
generously donated several of his fine 
pieces to the Live Auction on Saturday 
night.

Dr. Edwin Burke returned again to 
teach the Log and Timber Grading course. 
Rather than slog through the springtime 
mud outside, the class was able to avail 
themselves of the generous offer from 
Owl Ridge Timber Framing and Daizen 
Joinery to use their beautiful indoor 
shop and boardroom for the grading and 
instruction. 

The Dietrich’s workshop was 
also a success, having about double 
the students of last year. Of all 
the software programs out there, 
Deitrich’s is certainly one of the 
most suited to our industry; their 
programs are constantly refined with 
input directly from industry. Their 
customer service is reputed to be top 

notch!
Maze Nails hosted the bar 

Please see the special insert this 
in this issue for a photo essay of 
the 2005 AGM & Conference!  

Visit our website, 
www.bclogandtimberbuilders.com 
for an updated gallery of our 2005 

Associate Carvers.



term relationship with our company 
members. Funds will be used to carry 
out many initiatives such as purchase of 
trade show equipment, photos, literature, 
and seminar presentation materials to 
attend and show at appropriate venues, 
such as trade shows and architectural 
meetings.  This year we will attend the 
NAHB (National Association of Home 
Builders) 2005 Building Systems Councils 
Showcase in New Orleans November 
2005.  We will use a portion of the funds 
to grow our website and offer more 
educational information there. In addition, 
we will add foreign language pages. Small 
advertisements will be placed in trade 
periodicals to direct readers to the web 
site.  Next year we will be in a position 
to attend and present at many more trade 
shows and provide ongoing education 
credit at local and regional association 
meetings such as the AIA (The American 
Institute of Architects).

This is the first year your association 
has mounted a wide ranging branding 
program for BC builders. In considering 
our application, PEMD-TA recognized the 

incrementality of our proposal. 
We have made advanced preparation 

for educating a workforce with the 
apprenticeship program, moved 
aggressively to lobby for and secure long 
term fibre supply, and now we are ready to 
grow our international markets.   ●

Riverside Forest Products
Green and dry houselogs 
and character wood, 
available year-round from 
our sort yard near Kelowna, BC.

Gudeit Bros. 
Contracting Ltd.

Quality Home Logs
lgudeit@telus.net

Len Gudeit
PO Box 1026
Lumby BC
V0E 2G0
PH: 250-547-9899
FX: 250-547-9818

LTBI 2004 AGM & Conference Sponsor

Gary Greyell
#11--368 Industrial Ave. 
Kelowna BC
V1Y 7E8
PH: 250-763-6661
FX: 250-470-4375

LTBI 2004 AGM & Conference Sponsor
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the major forest companies use, in terms of 
actual employment per cubic metre, we are 
a significant factor in the BC economy. We 
employ people in rural communities who 

may not be able to find work otherwise, 
and thus, often have a significant impact 
on local economies as well. The Minister 
acknowledged this fact.

When asked about his own difficulties 
in obtaining wood, Brian Moore replied to 
the Minister that he endeavored to hold 
onto the suppliers he does have and not 
put them off by sending wood back. Theo 
stated that he has to carry large inventories 
in order to maintain workflow through 
those times when he cannot get houselogs. 

If his main supplier suddenly refused to 
deal with him, he would have to downsize 
his company by one-third. Art, too, said 
that he was waiting for wood that had 
taken him four months to obtain, and paid 
double the market price for, and that he 
had laid off some of his crew because of 
the wait. These statements all reinforced 
our claim that fibre access is still a huge 
issue for this industry, both now and in the 
future. 

The Minister seemed empathetic with 
our concerns, and noted that 115 licenses 
had been issued in the past 2 years to 
diversify the flow of fibre in the Province. 
He noted further that many of these 
licenses had been issued to First Nations 
groups, Community Forests, and smaller, 
family-owned operations. In fact, he said, 
14 million cubic metres of the Annual 
Allowable Cut is taken by First Nations 
groups. 

Minister de Jong pointed out that the 
BC Government is seeking to build 
a system that is not dependent on 

the personalities of the CEOs of major 
licensees, but one that will stand the test 
of time. The Honourable Minister was 
definitely in agreement with our proposals 

in principle, but stated that he was only 
struggling with the “how”. We agreed 
with him that perhaps future BC forest 
policy will include us having more direct 
control over fibre in order to trade with the 
majors, more incentive for the majors to 
trade with us, and alternative licenses. 

The Honourable Minister was very 
aware of the potential for “branding” 
of the BC image with the BC log and 
timber building industry. “We need our 
[international] customers to want ‘a 
Canadian’. Your product is what people 
around the world recognize.” He said 
further that studded walls are anonymous 
and people do not ask where that wood 
came from, but they instantly associate 
log and timber frame homes with British 
Columbia and Canada.

Another concern we had is that phyto-
sanitary regulations may be applied in the 
newer markets as they open up for us. This 
would be a huge barrier to us, because, 
obviously, if heat-treatment facilities do 
not exist for us, we will be shut out of 
those markets. The LTBI has already been 
taking some tentative steps to nipping this 
potential crisis in the bud. We mentioned 
to the Minister that this was our intent, and 
that we may pursue available funding to 
find possible solutions.

Art Paul made it clear that we would 
like to see more partnership with the major 
licensees, and that they need to be seen as 
supportive of the value-added industries 
within BC. Minister de Jong agreed, 
saying that the Government has given the 
majors the freedom to govern themselves, 
but they may be in danger of losing that 
freedom if the perception continues to 
grow that they do not support value-added 
industries and local communities. The 
Minister was supportive of a value-added 
component to Category 2, was interested 
in exploring this, but was not able to 
commit to anything before the election

At the close of our meeting, Minister de 
Jong made it clear how he felt towards this 

industry. “Not only are you a major part of 
the forest industry, but internationally, you 
are our ‘marque’. In terms of marketing 
the Province and the forest industry 

[internationally], nothing else has the 
same impact.” The LTBI was satisfied at 
the close of the meeting that the Minister 
of Forests heard, and was sympathetic 
to, our concerns. We left with a positive 
feeling about future action the government 
may take to redress these concerns. We 
were pleased to be able to meet the 
Minister in person, and to raise or profile 
in the highest level of government. 

President Peter Sperlich also presented 
the Minister with a custom embroidered 
LTBI cap and fleece vest as a small token 
of our thanks for meeting with us.  

●

Fibre from p. 1

“The contractors and applicators we 
worked with have a lot riding on their 
projects.” Says Willis, CBR President. 

“They can’t compromise on performance 
or durability. Yet so many of the new 
building codes and guidelines (like 
LEEDS) call for products that are more 
friendly to people and the environment. 
BRODA® Pro-Tek-Tor is now an industry 
benchmark for wood finishing products 
that can meet all of those demands.”

One of the most stringent enviro-
nmental standards a product can meet 
is Canada’s Environmental Choice Eco 
Logo certification. The BRODA® line 
has achieved this rating, including the “in 
construction”, anti-graffiti and water hold 
out coatings. “It’s our goal to provide an 
entire line of wood finishing and coating 
products that are eco-friendly without 
compromise.” Willis continues. “There’s 
a real satisfaction seeing a Whistler chalet 
finished with BRODA® Pro-Tek-Tor 
that still looks great after 10 years, then 
looking around at all the mountains and 
streams and air and knowing we’re doing 
all we can to protect that, too.” 

For more information on CBR Products™, 
BRODA® Pro-Tek-Tor and eco-friendly 
wood products, visit www.cbrproducts.com 
or call 1-888-311-5339   ●

CBR  from p. 3

“We need our [international] customers to want ‘a Canadian’. Your product is what 
people around the world recognize.”



fund activities such as safety training 
and access to knowledgeable health-and-
safety professionals. 

Helping employers and associations 
like yours achieve those benefits and safety-
related goals is my job and part of the 

WCB’s overall mandate.  This can include 
participating at industry committees and 
disseminating information and education.

A good model for this is the BC 
Road Builders and Heavy Construction 
Association which formed the BC Road 
Construction and Maintenance Safety 
Network about four years ago.  Its 
accomplishments include:
§ Introduction of a certificate-of-

registration program that qualifies 
employers with good safety programs 
for WCB rebates in addition to 
experience rating ad-
justments.

§ A job analysis system 
that helps injured 
workers get back on the 

Coastec Industrial Paints Ltd.
www.coastpaint.com

Dealer for Benjamin Moore paints and industrial 
maintainance coatings, and VIP coatings.

Gary Brown garybrn@allstream.net

116-7350 72nd St.
Delta BC
V4G 1H9

PH: 604-940-3393
FX: 604-940-1160

Your health and safety costs are 
an industry issue, and so is the job of 
controlling them.  Other industries know 
this, and they take collective action that 
protects their collective bottom line while 
paying off for individual companies.

For B.C. log and timber building, the 
logical vehicle for that is your association; 
and it’s making a good start.  A good 
example is the Occupational Health and 
Safety Template already available to 
association members.  If you haven’t seen 
it, get the CD from Colin Williams.

Work like this is a good foundation 
for other realistic, workable initiatives 
dealing with your industry’s common 
health-and-safety issues.  This serves 
everyone — employers, workers and the 
industry that gives them a living.

The collective approach can cover a 
lot of ground, from accident prevention 
through effective claims management.  
It also means that association members 
can benefit from economies of scale to 

job quickly by assessing appropriate 
limited tasks they can do in recovery.

§ Creation of badly-needed province-
wide training standards for traffic 
control persons.

§ Establishing an industry-based 

resource centre for employers.
From the start, the WCB collaborated 
on all this with the roadbuilders, and we 
continue working with them. It’s part of 
our job of reducing the toll of on-the-job 
injury and illness, and the Board would do 
no less for B.C. log and timber builders. 
Give us a try.

I’d be interested in knowing what you 
think of this and other safety issues. Call 
me at 604-231-8631 in the Lower Mainland, 
toll-free elsewhere to 1-888-621-7233.  Or 
email dnelson@wcb.bc.ca   ●

Collective Action from p. 3

“Helping employers and associations like yours achieve those benefits...is my job and part of the 
WCB’s overall mandate.”



Stihl from p. 5

business partnership with your industry 
and the belief that “service sells”. We 
are well aware of tighter profit margins 
in most firms these days and realize that 
every bit of support helps in maintaining 
a good mutual working relationship with 
our partners. 

STIHL is proud to be a Gold Sponsor 
of the LTBI in 2005 and we hope that 
through this the BC logbuilders & 
timberframers see our commitment to 
this industry. I hope this continues to be 
a partnership we can grow and enhance 
together. Remember to call on STIHL as 
a resource for your specific needs and 
requirements at any time.    ●

—Derek Chandler, STIHL Limited, 
Regional Sales Manager

Lloyd Ventures
Expert witness—construction documents, 
contracts and log building systems: 
Building Examination, Litigation, 
Depositions, Mediation, Photography.

Brian Lloyd
7304 Tronson Rd
Vernon BC V1H 1N2
PH: 250-549-3821
FX: 250-549-3545
bg_lloyd@hotmail.com

Western Economic 
Diversification Canada

Western Economic Diversification Canada 
(WD) works to strengthen Western Canada’s 
economy and advance the interests of the 
West in national economic policy

Joan Reynolds, Senior 
Business Officer
joan.reynolds@wd.gc.ca

Committee members have met with the 
Myra Canyon trestle rebuild committee, 
the Honourable Michael de Jong, Minister 
of Forests and made a presentation to an 
architectural firm that is designing one of 
the 2010 Olympic venues.  In addition, we 
have been granted considerable funding 
from Pemd-TA to pursue export promotion 
of this industry. More details on all of the 
above in subsequent articles.  ●

Pres. Message from p. 1

Whitehead Carvings
Contact: Robert Whitehead
info@whiteheadcarvings.com
PH: 250-675-2334
FX: 250-675-2646

Joe “Carver” Ratushniak
PO Box 3001
Merritt BC, V1K 1B8
Contact: Joe
joecarver@uniserve.com
PH: 250-315-1067

Coe Arts
PO Box 77, Tatla Lake BC V0L 1V0
Contact: Mark Coe
coearts@telus.net
PH: 250-476-1376

Sto:Lo Art
3128 Silverway
Abbottsford BC, V3G 2G7
Contact: Craig Ned
cned_stoloart@hotmail.com
PH: 604-557-9907

2005 Associate Carvers
at www.bclogandtimberbuilders.com/carvers.html



A major feature of Dietrich’s software is the ability to organize your work effectively. As 
your structure becomes more complex, you will need the freedom to quickly select and 
work on individual segments of your choice, without other components cluttering your 
viewing area. The MOS allows you to organize your building into separate segments, 
such as walls, ceilings, roofs, dormers and so on. The MOS also keeps track of every 
timber, log, tenon, notch, or cut for output to lists, as well as organizing the output files 

required for the beam processors. 

Dietrich’s
Fully Integrated

Material Organization System



All photos and text are reprinted by permission, and 
remain in the copyright of the authors. All unattributed 

material remains in the copyright of the BC Log & 
Timber Building Industry Asociation, and may be used by 

permission only. 


