
T he LBI-Log Building Indus-
try BC is pleased to an-

nounce Patrick Moore as keynote 
speaker at the 2004 annual 
AGM/conference. Dr. Moore is 

an internationally renowned ecologist and 
environmentalist. 

 Beginning his career as an activist/leader 
in the Greenpeace movement he now concen-
trates on collaborative efforts aimed at find-
ing environmental solutions. He speaks and 
lectures frequently at universities, commu-
nity meetings and conferences. As a public 
figure and a senior spokesperson for the For-
est Alliance of BC he appears on national 
television and radio and is often quoted in the 
press. As Director and Vice-President, Envi-
ronment and Government Affairs for Water-
furnace International 1995-1998 he worked 
to build awareness of the benefits of renew-
able earth energy technology.  

 He is an accomplished author and photogra-
pher and recently published "Green Spirit – 
Trees are the Answer", a book on forestry and 
the environment. Dr. Moore believes strongly 
in the multi-stakeholder, consensus-based ap-
proach to resolving conflicts involving environ-
mental, social, and economic issues. In 1991 
Dr. Moore founded Greenspirit, a consultancy 
focusing on environmental policy and commu-
nications in natural resources, biodiversity, en-
ergy and climate change.  
 This will be a timely address with the 
public’s increasing awareness of environ-
mental issues especially in light of move-
ments in the US and Europe to ban British 
Columbia forest products for alleged poor 
forestry practices. l 

Wood is the Environmental  
Answer 

Director’s Invitation to the AGM & Conference 

E very year the Log Building Indus-
try holds it’s AGM and Confer-

ence in February, and every year it 
gets a little bit larger and more excit-
ing. It’s the annual opportunity to pro-
mote, stimulate and maintain the in-
terests of the provincial log/ timber 
building industry—an opportunity to 
join with all your industry related    
associates and members.  
 
Location 
The event this year will be held at 
Quaaout Lodge and Conference Cen-
tre. Unique sights, aromatic delights, 
and a people as warm as the sun await 
all guests at our annual AGM & Con-
ference, scheduled for February      
27-29, 2004.  
 Our AGM Committee and Direc-
tors have arranged a spectacular pro-
gram featuring workshops and speak-
ers of great interest to all members of 
our profession. Our sponsors’ and 
suppliers’ trade show promises to de-
liver exceptional opportunities for you 
to relate to the latest in equipment, 
services, and support programs for 
our growing industry. It’s your oppor-
tunity to mingle with the leaders—to 
build a stronger future for you and 
your company! 
 
Speakers 
Hear talks from Dr. Patrick Moore, 
co-founder of Greenpeace (now work-
ing for the Wood Promotion Network, 
advocating the use of wood as a sus-
tainable, renewable resource), Dave 

Hatherton, geothermal entrepreneur 
extraordinaire, and Gordon Goodman, 
member of the 2010 Olympic Com-
mittee.  
 
Workshops 
Partic ipate in hands-on pre-
conference workshops of excellence 
featuring 3-D Drafting, Log and 
Timber Grading, Kikuli Legacy 
building, and the Trade Certification 
preparation, all of which will con-
tribute to making your business 
more competitive! 
 Watch some of BC’s most accom-
plished carvers create “Masterpieces 
in Wood”; beautiful craftsmanship 
which you may be lucky enough to 
take home from our Live Auction! 

 The AGM will be one of the most 
important in years.  Input from our 
members on the new U.S. building 
codes for log structures and on the fu-
ture of the apprenticeship program 
will help to shape the direction of the 
Association. 

 
Registration 
Yes, February 25-29 will be an ex-

citing week for us and our industry. 
So please complete the registration 
forms for the conference, and the 
workshops of your choice, and return 
them to our office to be included in a 
weekend of value-added experiences 
that will add to your competitive 
edge. Office contact information is on 
page 8. We would count it a pleasure 
if you would join us!  l 
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T he first 2 years of the Apprenticeship learning guides and third 
year course material that has recently been delivered by Pacific 

Vocational College is being reviewed by several of our member 
companies. The production of the fourth year is on hold pending 
approval of years 1-3 by both the LBI and the new Industry Train-
ing Authority. 
 The ITA came into effect on January 2, 2004 but it appears that 
it will still be a couple of months until they are fully functioning. 
We will be working with them to update the Certificate of Qualifi-
cation exam and develop a year 2 placement exam so that builders 
currently employed with a couple of years of experience can enter 
the apprenticeship program at that level. 
 A Year 3 technical course is now underway at the University 
College of the Cariboo in 100 Mile House. There are 8 apprentices 
enrolled into the 6 week course that is due to be completed mid-
February. Instructed by Brian Sinclair, this is the fourth class run by 
the UCC at 100 Mile House. Previous courses were the Year 1 and 
Year 2 as well as a 5 month entry level course that finished in Octo-
ber of 2003. Projects being constructed during the course will be 
sold and funds directed back into the education program. Currently 
a concession/washroom building for a local sportsfield is being fin-
ished and 4 gazebos are being constructed for sale to area residents.  
l                                                                                                   

Apprenticeship Update 

T he past year has been a busy one for the LBI Board of Directors. 
With the increase in LBI membership, there has also been an in-

crease in board activity. By acting on such issues as ICC, Apprentice-
ship, and the AGM, this current Board is seeking to continue to raise 
the profile of this industry, and represent your interests.  
 At present, the board consists of only eight: Peter Sperlich, 
President; Bob Warren, Vice-President; Brian Lloyd, Secretary; 
Patti LeFrancois, Treasurer. Directors James Fountain and Wally 
Bramsleven respectively chair the Safety  and Apprenticeship Com-
mittees, and past president Russ Dowdeswell chairs the Fibre Ac-
quisition Committee, while Theo Weiring remains a director-at-
large.  
  Patti LeFrancois, and Russ Dowdeswell will  be leaving the Board 
of Directors after many years of service. The upcoming AGM on 
the afternoon of February 28 will be an opportunity for members to 
vote in new leaders for the coming two years. That is very much 
needed as the Board would like to have the manpower to act upon 
issues of concern to the membership. Any member in good standing 
is encouraged to come to the AGM and cast a vote! Associate mem-
bers are non-voting, but may stand for election. 

If you would like to see the provincial industry grow, have a vi-
sion for a particular issue, or a vision for the Association in general, 
please consider running for a directorship. If you do not wish to 
hold the position of director, but still would wish to be involved in 
an issue that concerns you, please consider sitting on a committee.  
Your input, enthusiasm and skills would be greatly helpful. The 
LBI is moving forward, strengthening the voice of BC logbuilders 

and timberframers. Please consider being a part of it!  l 
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I was a young carpenter, working on 
a house with a peaked roof, when I 
got a lesson in how surprisingly 

nasty winter can be.  
Going from the sunny side to the 

shady side, I slipped on some icy dew 
and fell off the roof. Luckily, I wasn’t 
hurt. The 22-year-old me was a lot 
tougher than the 2004 model, and all 
that was bruised was my ego. But it 
could have been a lot worse — and 
probably would have been if I were, 
say, an ironworker putting the skele-
ton together on a high-rise. 

What’s odd is the way warm fall 
weather can lull us into a false sense 
of security, so sometimes need to be 
reminded of the basics. With that in 
mind, here’s a short refresher course 
on winter survival skills in the con-
struction industry. 

 
Dry, and dry again — Winter’s 

pretty much all wet. Surfaces are cov-
ered in moisture so slipping and fal-
ling is much too easy.  Make sure you 
use an appropriate absorbent, such 
sand or sawdust, on the surface where 
you’ll walk, and wear suitable non-
slip footwear.  

Bring out Your Winter Skills as the Weather Chills 

Let there be light — The days are 
shorter, darker and foggier so you 
need to go to the shack and get out 
more temporary lighting. You need 
to see and be seen by others in order 
to work safely.   

 
No cold comfort — Winter 

weather generally means taking ex-
tra precautions. Tools and equipment 
are harder to hold, and bad weather 
conditions such as snow or sleet can 
make it hard to spot hazards like 
open holes or trenches. Also, painful 
sprains and strains are more likely, 
as we shed layers of clothing 
through the workday and expose 
overheated muscles to the cold. 
Warm-ups before starting work are 
good preventive medicine. 

 
Breaking the ice — At freezing, 

many surfaces conduct cold so effi-
ciently that your bare skin sticks to 
them and tears if you pull free. That 
hazard is in addition to the risk of 
frostbite. 

 
Stay ahead of the game — Plan 

ahead by checking weather forecasts 

and having the right clothing and, 
when necessary, additional equipment 
to ensure you can work safely. 

Here’s the bottom line. No matter 
what your job is, you can’t do it as 
quickly and efficiently in a winter 
wonderland of high wind, rain, snow, 
ice, hail and extreme cold. Staying 
healthy in all of that means working 
smart and adjusting to the weather.  

Doing anything less is a gamble 
where the deck’s stacked against you, 
and the pay-off just isn’t worth the 
risk. 

For more information on beating the 
injury odds, go online to the WCB Con-
struction Health and Safety Centre at 
http://construction.healthandsafety-
centre.org/s/Home.asp 

And let me know what you think of 
winter weather or anything else affect-
ing safety on your job site — as well 
as what you’d like to see in future col-
umns.  

Call me at 604-231-8631 from the 
Lower Mainland, toll-free elsewhere 
to 1-888-621-7233. Or email dnel-
son@wcb.bc.ca. I’d like to hear from 
you.  l 

Emseal Corporation is proud to be a Silver Sponsor of our 2004 
AGM and Conference. 

Woodsman  
Equipment Ltd. 

 
Retailing specialty log building tools, 
Stihl, Husqvarna, and Jonsered 
chainsaws. Expert in-house repairs.  
 
Roger Arksey  
1850 10th Ave SW 
Salmon Arm BC 
V1E 1T4 

PH: 250-832-4045 
FX: 250-832-4301 
sales@woodsmanequipment.com 

By Don Nelson, WCB Manager of Industry Services–Construction 
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The LBI, together with WCB has devel-
oped an Occupational Health and Safety 
Manual template that is available to BC 
log and timber building companies free 
of charge. If you are interested in a copy, 
please email Colin at: 
maddog@junction.net. 



WD is proud to be a Silver Sponsor of the LBI’s 2004 AGM & Conference in Chase, British Columbia. 
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From a report by the National  
Pesticides Compliance Program. 
 
The Issues 
Log home builders are looking for prod-
ucts to stop the growth of sapstaining 
(bluestain), mould and decay fungi. 
Mould, bluestain and rot are caused by 
fungi that can grow on wood. Mould 
doesn’t harm wood and is relatively 
easy to remove. 

Bluestain is not mould but can look 
similar. The wood is sound but the stain 
is permanent. Other staining fungi can 
also grow on freshly cut wood in damp 
conditions. At sawmills, this growth is 
controlled with anti-sapstain fungicides. 
Stain and mould growth can alter the re-
sponse of wood to finishes. 

Decay fungi are far more damaging 
to wood. Decay fungi can invade and rot 
wood when excessive moisture is pre-
sent for extended periods. Wood pre-
servative treatments could control rot. 
 
Products used 
Companies surveyed used various prod-
ucts to brighten, clean and condition 
logs. Bleach, borax, Auro (citric acid), 
Timber Brite, Timber Wash and oxalic 
acid, were used to remove iron stains 
and to clean logs. Usually builders 
would spot-treat individual logs that 
were discoloured as opposed to treating 
all logs. Wood conditioners like Wood 
Re New or Mill Glaze Away were some-
times used to condition logs prior to 
staining or sealing. Products which 

brighten, clean and condition logs are 
not subject  to the PCPA and           
Regulations. 

Most log home builders use control 
products to stop the development of sap-
stain (bluestain), mould and decay on 
logs. Anti-sapstain products, such as 
Kop-Coat NP-1 Sapstain Control, No., 
F2™ Concentrate, Mycostat P, and 
Rodewod™ are some of the products 
used. Most of these anti-sapstain prod-
ucts list logs as a use site on the label. 
However, because anti-sapstain prod-
ucts are intended for use in lumber 
mills, it is not clear if treating logs in-
tended for log homes is a legitimate use 
of these products. 

Other products used by the building 
companies to control mould include, Pa-
cific Woods Shipping Agent, Woods 
Prestain, Mill Glaze Away and Timber 
Pro UV.  
 
Factors affecting use of products 
Wood preservatives and anti-sapstains 
are usually purchased directly from the 
manufacturers. Chemical dealers visit 
building sites to distribute product infor-
mation and actively solicit new custom-
ers. Most builders rely on chemical 
dealers as the major information source 
on wood treatment products. Log home 
builders associations, magazines and 
other builders also provide help and in-
formation. When asked about pest con-
trol availability, many companies said 
they need more products to control 
mould in transit and a few said they 

needed products that did not freeze during 
the winter. 

None of the building sites visited had 
employees with pesticide applicator li-
cences. Spray records were only kept at 
four sites. Most builders said they relied 
on invoices and contracts to keep track of 
which wood preservatives were used and 
what treatments done. Personal protective 
equipment was available at many sites. 
The equipment used was the same as that 
used for painting. Equipment available at 
building sites included respirators, cover-
alls and rain suits, chemical-resistant 
gloves and goggles. Managers stated that 
although the equipment was available it 
was not always used by employees when 
mixing and applying wood preservatives. 
Anti-sapstain labels require the use of res-
pirators or full face masks, impermeable 
gloves, aprons and boots for handling 
concentrate. 

Empty preservative containers were 
often seen on building sites. Many build-
ers washed and reused containers for 
tools, old paint, garbage cans, etc. Some 
companies returned the empty containers 
to the manufacturer for refilling. Pest con-
trol product storage facilities were found 
to be limited.. Only one builder had a 
warning sign placed on the entrance of 
the storage facility. 
 
Treatment sites 
Log homes were treated in building yards 
located in industrial or rural areas. Labels 
for anti-sapstains state that newly treated 

Pesticide Application  

Continued next page 
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T he International Code Council 
(ICC) was established in 1994 as 
a nonprofit organization dedi-

cated to developing a single set of com-
prehensive and coordinated national 
model construction codes in the U.S.A. 
Standards for log structures will be in-
corporated into the new ICC code that 
will take effect in 2006.  

The time line set by ICC requires 
that the committee’s work be completed 
by mid-summer 2004 to give time for 
public hearings and for certification of 
the standards by the American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI.)  

All meetings so far have been by 
teleconference and have dealt with the 
basic language, scope of the work, and 
what will, and what will not, be in-
cluded. “We will start to get a clearer 
indication of what will be in the code 
following the first of 3 face to face 
meetings that will be held in Chicago in 

late January,” according to LBI repre-
sentative Bob Warren. 

“It doesn’t appear that there will  be 
any major changes needed  in the way 
we build log houses,” according to 
Bob,” but there will be requirements for 
more documentation on how the house 
is built”. “Log grading and a certificate 
are certain. It is likely that a declaration 
on initial moisture content and a con-
struction/owners manual that will detail 
joinery, thermal specifications and 
proper installation will also have to be 
included with the log package.” 

The Canadian Standards Association 
is also involved in this U.S. initiative 
and will probably use the ICC code as a 
model for a National Log Structures 
Code in Canada as well. Initial drafts of 
this new Code will be posted on the LBI 
web site as they become available. A 
presentation of developments to date 
and a question and answer session will 
be held at the AGM/Conference at 
Chase. l 

ICC Update wood should be protected from rain. 
Only one yard visited had a covered 
area for storage of treated logs but this 
area was used to protect logs that had 
been kiln dried. The building sites were 
not paved but rather were usually dirt or 
dirt and gravel mixed. Sawdust and bark 
peelings were often left in situ and 
could become contaminated by drips or 
sprays from treatments. A few builders 
moved peeled logs to a separate area of 
the yard so bark did not become con-
taminated.. Most builders had bark and 
sawdust hauled away to local landfill 
sites. However in some cases, waste 
bark was also used for landscaping, gun 
ranges, snowmobile trails, arts and 
crafts and a co-generation facility. Some 
builders give away waste. Anti-
sapstains are toxic to domestic animals 
and some labels specify they should not 
be used for livestock bedding.  
  
Next issue, compliance with the  
regulations.... l 

“Protecting and Finishing Log Buildings” 
One of our directors was instrumental in publishing Forintek’s latest fact sheet. Protecting and Finishing Log Buildings. 
Find it under Publications & Software/ Fact Sheets at www.forintek.ca. It is a free PDF download. 



Chemco Inc. 
Chemco provides exterior fire 

retardants and treating services 
to the wood products industry. 

 
David Plenkovich 
dplenovich@chemco.us 

 
 

P.O. Box 875 
Ferndale WA  
Washington, USA 
98248 
PH: 360-366-3500 
FX: 360-366-3831 

Allied/ Supplier Associates 
 
100 Mile House  
Development Corporation 
Economic development, marketing, 
export development, investment op-
portunities. 
Dianne Lawson 
dlawson@100milehouse.com  
PH: 250-395-2434 
FX: 250-395-3625 
 
Canadian Building  
Restoration Products  
Manufacturer and distributor of pre-
mium, environmentally preferable 
restoration, preservation and coating 
products. 
www.cbrproducts.com 
Mike Grinsell  
cbr@cbrproducts.com 
PH: 604-980-3325 
FX: 604-980-7933 
 
Cascade Aqua-Tech Ltd. 
All types of sealants, foam tape, wa-
terproofing, caulking, and construc-
tion-related products. 
www.cascadeaqua.com 
Dan Bashuk 
danb@cascadeaqua.com  
PH: 250-487-1330 
FX: 250-487-1329  
 
Cariboo Crane Services 
Delivery and set-up of log structures.  
Pat Blackwood 

PH: 250-296-3248 
FX: 250-392-5581 
 
Dietrich's North America 
3D CAD/ CAM software for log and 
timberframe construction, plus cus-
tom log and timberframe drawings. 
www.dietrichs.com 
Wil Dancey 
w.dancey@dietrichs.com 
PH: 519-765-2468 
FX: 519-765-2846  
Toll Free: 1-877-877-0086  
 
HTC Wood Products 
Supplier of beams, siding, decking, 
T+6 and speciality products in WRC 
Fir, Larch, spruce, pine & hemlock. 
Dwight Smith 
dwights@hamill.com 
PH: 250-366-4320 
FX: 250-366-4333 
 
Industry Canada 
International Trade Commissioner. 
www.ic.gc.ca 
Harvey Rebalkin 
rebalkin.harvey@ic.gc.ca 
PH: 604-666-1445 
FX: 604-666-0954 
 
International Log Builders' 
Association 
The ILBA is a worldwide organiza-
tion dedicated to furthering the craft 
of handcrafted log building. 
www.logassociation.org 

Goodman Media Group 
Jason Goodman, President  

The Goodman Media Group publishes Log Homes  
Illustrated, Timber Homes Illustrated, and The Log 
and Timber Frame Expo. 
 
250 West 57th St. 
New York,  
New York 

10107 USA 

PH: 212-262-2247 ex228 
FX: 212-262-2278 
jgoodman@gmgpub.com  
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Cathy Hansen 
cathy@logassociation.org 
Toll free: 1-800-532-2900 
PH: (250) 547-8776 
FX: (250) 547-8775 
 
ITM International Trade 
Management 
International Shipping--Freight/  
Logistics--Export Development.  
www.itmcanada.com 
Keith Budd 
itmcanada@shaw.ca 
PH: 604-228-9413 
FX: 604-228-9402 
 
Kootenay Custom Log Sort 
Custom log sort yard, handling qual-
ity house logs--fir, spruce and cedar. 
Rick Biller 
kcls@netidea.com  
PH: (250) 359-7678 
FX: (250) 359-7691 
 
Mill & Timber Products Ltd. 
Timber Management, Log Sales,  
Marketing. 
Doug Abbott  
12770 116th Ave. 
Surrey BC 
V3V 7H9 
PH: 604-580-2781 
FX: 250-580-3646 
Cell: 604-328-5550 
 
Riverside Forest Products 
Green and dry houselogs, and some 
character wood, available year-round 
near Kelowna, BC. 

Gary Greyell 
ggreyell@riverside.bc.ca 
PH: 250-763-6661 
FX: 250-470-4375 
Cell: 250-869-2327 
 
SKD Enterprises Inc. 
Timbers and beams for log home 
builders and timberframers.  
Aspen T & G panels. 
Albert Smith 
skdent@telus.net 
PH: 250-962-4805 
FX: 250-9624806 
Cell: 250-613-7908 
 
Timber Pro Coatings 
The manufacture and sale of wood 
finishes. 
Dave Hesketh 
info@timberprocoatings.com 
PH: 604-270-4244 
FX: 604-270-4247 
 
Venture Kamloops 
Thompson-Nicola Tourism & Eco-
nomic Development Society. 
www.venturekamloops.com 
MJ Cousins 
PH: 250-828-6811 
FX: 250-828-7184 
 
West Coast Safety 
WCB cost reduction is our guarantee.  
www.westcoastsafety.net 
Lou Gindl 
lou@westcoastsafety.net 
PH: 604-677-9465 
FX: 604-294-1957 

PH: 250-549-3821 
FX: 250-549-3545 
bg_lloyd@hotmail.com 

Lloyd  
Ventures 

Expert witness— 
construction documents, contracts 
and log building systems:  
Building Examination,  
Litigation,  
Depositions,  
Mediation,  
Photography 
 

Brian Lloyd 
7304 Tronson Rd 
Vernon BC 
V1H 1N2 
 

Landing Insurance 
Property and liability insurance; group  
benefits. 
Matthew Leck  
 
mleck@landinginsurance.com  
119-5301 Okanagan Landing Rd. 
Vernon BC 
V1T 9R1 
PH: 250-545-6565 



 Advertising Rates: 
 Full Page 7.5” X 10”.................................................$535.00 
 Half Page 7.5” X 4.5”...............................................$260.00 
 Quarter Page 4.5” X 3.25..........................................$130.00 
 Business Card 3.5 X 2”.............................................$  75.00 
 Colour.......................................................................add 25% 
 Guaranteed Placement..............................................add 25% 
 Ad Creation.............................................................per quote 

If you have questions about LBI membership, newsletter ad-
vertising or submissions, or our 2004 AGM and Conference, 
please contact Colin Williams at:  
250-838-0940  
maddog@junction.net 
www.logbuilders.net 
LBI, PO Box 2036 Stn A, 
Kamloops, BC, V0E 1V0 

FCI Fisker Cargo 
Inc.  
Fully licensed customs  
broker and freight forwarder.  
Facilitating your international trans-
portation needs. 
 
Andrew Drury, 
Sales Manager, Western Canada 
148-5980 Miller Rd 
Richmond BC 
V7B 1K2 

 PH: 604-273-5595 
FX: 604-273-5596 
andrewd@fci.ca 
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WOODS is proud to be a Silver Sponsor of our 2004 AGM & Conference. 

Dietrich’s NA is proud to be a Gold Sponsor of our 2004 AGM & Conference. 



Sustaining Associates are encouraged to submit their 
own 3.5” x2” ad.  8 
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